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F R O M  O U R  L E A D E R S H I P

Since our agency was founded 127 years ago, Hephzibah has met the changing 
needs of children and families with creativity, flexibility, and innovation. 
This ability to respond to evolving community needs with agility and ingenuity 
was more important than ever in fiscal 2023–2024 as we helped children thrive 
and families flourish in a post-pandemic world.
	 At Hephzibah Home, we provided a safe and nurturing haven for 
young survivors of the most extreme cases of abuse and neglect in Illinois. To 
help these children heal from their traumatic pasts so that they can rise above 
their challenges and live productive, happy, and fulfilling lives, we introduced several new supports and 
services and expanded our comprehensive continuum of therapies. 
	 Because severely traumatized children often struggle with self-regulation and are more likely to react 
intensely if triggered, we trained our staff in a de-escalation therapy called Ukeru. Backed by decades of 
neuroscientific research, this evidence-based intervention emphasizes comfort rather than control 
and uses reassuring words and body language to safely calm children in crisis. We’re pleased to report that 
Ukeru—which aligns so closely with our core values of nurturing personal growth in creative ways while 
affirming the dignity of every individual—is giving the children at Hephzibah Home the additional validation 
and support they need to process their trauma and learn to love and trust again.
        While our staff was being trained in Ukeru, two enterprising Hephzibah therapists were helping the 
children deal with another symptom of trauma: a hypersensitivity to stimuli that can lead to sensory overload. 

With limited resources and a lot of creativity, they cleared out an 
underutilized room at Hephzibah Home and transformed it into 
a tranquil oasis where the children can relax, unwind, and 
learn mindfulness practices that will help them self-regulate more 
effectively throughout their lives. To find out more about our new 
Mindfulness Room, see A Place to Unplug on page 4.
        When children grow up under conditions of constant threat, 
all of their internal resources are directed toward survival. With 
their brains and bodies in chronic stress-response mode, they have 
difficulty processing information, managing their emotions, and 
navigating transitions. To help the children at Hephzibah Home 
overcome these challenges, we created and filled a new transition 
specialist position during the fiscal year. This new staff member 
works with the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services 
and other referring agencies to identify the children who will benefit 
most from our programs and services; helps ease the children’s 
transition into residential care; and provides parent coaching, family 
therapy, and other transition services to ensure successful 
placements as the children continue their healing journeys in 
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Chief Executive Officer

Dear Friends,

Number of children served by all 
Hephzibah programs

1,565
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loving homes with relatives or foster families.
        Because inclusion is another one of our core values, 
Hephzibah has worked for decades to protect the rights of 
LGBTQ+ foster children, provide affirming care, and place 
these children in welcoming and supportive foster and adoptive 
homes. During the fiscal year, we continued this tradition by 
enrolling in All Children-All Families, the only national 
program dedicated to LGBTQ+ inclusion in child welfare. We are 
proud to be a part of this certification program offered by the 
Human Rights Campaign Foundation and to give our employees 
the resources, technical assistance, and training they need to 
ensure that every child we serve is welcomed, seen, 
celebrated, and supported.
	 Our Family Based Services staff was also on the leading edge 

of change as they harnessed the power of emerging technologies to locate more kinship caregivers for the 
foster children we serve. Because children placed with relatives or trusted family friends have better outcomes 
and are more likely to report that they “always felt loved,” Hephzibah was the first child welfare agency in Illinois 
to implement a groundbreaking family-finding and engagement software program. This software 
streamlines every phase of the family-finding process—from identifying and reaching out to potential kin to 
creating family trees—to ensure that foster children can stay connected to their communities, their cultural 
traditions, and the people they know and love. To learn more about the need for this game-changing technology, 
see Keeping Kids Connected to Kin on page 6.
	 We were also finding creative ways to address the growing problem of housing insecurity for some of 
Illinois’ most fragile families. According to a 2023 report released by the National Low Income Housing Coalition 
and Housing Action Illinois, there are 443,746 extremely low-
income renter households in Illinois, but only 150,392 affordable 
rental properties available to house these families. Faced with 
yearslong waitlists at housing advocacy organizations, one of 
our Intact Family Services caseworkers teamed up with 
a Hephzibah intern to contact landlords directly, tell them 
about our mission, and compile a list of affordable housing 
options organized by criteria such as location, availability date, 
and property size. By building direct relationships with landlords, 
this dedicated team is keeping families out of shelters and off 
the streets, reducing housing costs to free up funds for other 
necessities such as food and transportation, and ensuring that 
children in families of all income levels have safe and stable 
homes where they can grow and thrive.
	 Here in Oak Park, our Day Care team was helping more 
than 800 children in grades K–5 catch up on their social-
emotional development after the remote learning and 
restricted peer interactions of the pandemic. It was the right 
intervention at the right time, and—despite missing two key 
years of socialization during COVID—these children are now 
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Number of foster children who found 
safe and loving homes with Hephzibah 
foster families

102

238
Number of intact families that received 
the support and services they needed to 
stay together
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thriving. To find out more about Hephzibah Day Care’s social-emotional 
learning program, check out Ready for Life on page 8.
	 We ended the year with a leadership transition and a fond farewell 
to Executive Director Merry Beth Sheets. During her seven-year tenure, 
Hephzibah expanded and enhanced many programs and services for Illinois 
children and families.
	 With new leadership and a new vision, we look forward to 
partnering with you as we continue to meet the changing needs of children and families with innovative 
programs and services in the months and years to come. 
	 In the meantime, we hope you’ll take a moment to learn more about the year’s highlights in this 
annual report—and meet some of the caring volunteers and benefactors who made our mission possible. 

Thank you for your loyal support!

Number of benefactors 
who contributed more than 
$2.7 million to support our mission

1,664
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RREMEMBER THE “BEFORE TIMES”? 
Before the digital age, when kids 
spent summer afternoons lying in the 
grass and gazing up at the clouds? 
They called it “doing nothing,” but 
they were actually doing something 
very important: regulating their 
sympathetic nervous systems 
by taking a break from the sometimes 
overwhelming cognitive and sensory 
input that is an inescapable part of 
modern life.
	 Today, kids are taking in more 
information than ever before. Because 
their brains are still developing, 

they’re more prone to sensory and 
cognitive overload than adults. This 
chronic overstimulation, according to 
neuroscientific studies, can literally 
shrink the brain—and it’s especially 
damaging for children suffering 
from complex trauma, like the young 
survivors of neglect and abuse at 
Hephzibah Home. 
	 “Because trauma can affect 
a child’s ability to process, 
regulate, and respond to sensory 
information, our kids were frequently 
overstimulated,” notes Hephzibah 
art therapist Jenny Wise.

A Place to Unplug 

	 The children clearly needed 
a place to chill out—and some 
instruction in mindfulness 
techniques to enhance their 
emotional health and well-being.
So, in late 2023, Wise and clinical 
coordinator Carlotta Abogado 
approached the leadership team 
at Hephzibah Home about 
repurposing an underutilized 
space on the first floor to create a 
Mindfulness Room.
	 “We already had a Gross-Motor 
Room in the building, which the 
children could use when they needed 

“ ”
Almost everything will work again if you 
unplug it for a few minutes, including you.

— Anne Lamott, author
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j
that is quiet and calm—and teaching 
them how to ground themselves and 
practice evidence-based mindfulness 
techniques—we are giving them some 
agency over their state of being and 
helping them develop self-regulation 

skills that will help them thrive 
throughout 
their lives.” j

Number of children who found a 
safe haven and a place to 
heal at Hephzibah Home

26

Hephzibah’s new Mindfulness Room 
offers a place to relax, unwind, and reset—free 
from the stress, screens, and sensory overload of 
our 21st-century world.

to run around and release some 
energy, so it made sense to create 
a place where they could do the 
opposite: curl up in a cozy chair, 
read, stretch, do yoga, or put on 
headphones and listen to music,” 
says Wise.  
	 “We saw the Mindfulness Room 
as the ‘yin’ to the ‘yang’ of the 
Gross-Motor Room,” adds Abogado.
	 Once Wise and Abogado got 
the green light to move ahead with 
their idea, they cleared out the room, 
painted the walls a peaceful shade 
of blue, and installed a sensory light 
to promote relaxation. Then they 
purchased furniture that the children 
could sink into for some much-
needed decompression sessions, 
including kid-sized recliners and 
a rotating chair upholstered in 

irresistibly soft faux-fur fabric. Finally, 
they filled the room with yoga mats, 
blankets, pillows, battery-operated 
candles, noise-canceling headphones, 
art supplies, origami paper books, 
fidgets, and some additional items 
requested by the children.
	 By early April, the Mindfulness 
Room was a reality. Notably, there 
wasn’t a screen in sight. 
	 “We wanted it to be a tech-free 
space where the children 
could practice relaxation 
and centering tech-
niques, get in touch 
with their physical 
and emotional 
needs, and be 
present in 
the moment,” 
says Wise. 
	 Since then, 
the room has become a 
sanctuary—and a place 
for healing. 
	 “The children we serve 
at Hephzibah Home come 
from traumatic situations 
and carry that trauma in their 
bodies,” notes Abogado. “Their 
sympathetic nervous systems 
are in overdrive, and it doesn’t 
take much to trigger a fight-
or-flight response. By 
creating this environment 
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Keeping Kids 
Connected to Kin

SSIXTO CANCEL, BORN TO A 
drug-addicted, impoverished mother, 
was placed in foster care when he 
was 11 months old. In a 2021 New 
York Times guest essay with the heart-
wrenching title, “I Will Never Forget 
That I Could Have Lived With People 
Who Loved Me,” he wrote, “I was 
told I was loved, that I was a part of a 
family, yet I would always find myself 
moved to a new placement, with all 
my stuff in a trash bag.” 
	 At the age of 29, long after he’d 

aged out of the foster care system, 
Cancel discovered that an aunt living 
less than an hour’s drive away would 
have taken him in and loved him. In 
his essay, he concluded, “My foster 
care placements failed not because 
I didn’t belong in a family, but 
because the system failed to identify 
kinship placements for me and 
lacked enough culturally competent 
community services to keep me in a 
home that had a chance at success.” 
	 Cancel’s assertion is supported 

by an in-depth review of more than 
100 research studies, which revealed 
that children and youth placed within 
kinship networks had more stable 
placements, better mental and 
emotional outcomes, and more intact 
family relationships.
	 Currently, only about a third of all 
U.S. foster children are placed in kinship 
care, which includes relatives such as 
aunts, uncles, grandparents, siblings, 
and non-relative extended family 
members referred to as “fictive kin.” 

“ “

My whole life, I was just 58 miles and a couple of 
questions away from family.

— Sixto Cancel, former foster child and founder of Think of Us, 

     a nonprofit dedicated to transforming the foster care system
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j
Hephzibah is harnessing the power of innovative 
family-finding technologies to place more foster 
children in “kinship care” with relatives or trusted family 
friends—so they can stay connected to their communities, 
their cultural traditions, and the people they know and love.

	 Hephzibah was the first child 
welfare agency in Illinois to adopt 
this technology, thanks to a generous 
grant from the John F. Smiekel 
Foundation. After five months of 
training and preparation, Dvorsky and 
her team conducted their first kinship 
searches in September 2024. 
	 “This software is a game changer,” 
Dvorsky reports. “It streamlines 
every phase of the family-finding and 
engagement process, which will enable 
us to easily identify potential kin, map 
complex family relationships so we 
can create a family tree for each child, 

and track our outreach and 
engagement efforts 
to ensure that we 
explore all kinship 
options for better 
family placement 

outcomes.” j

anywhere. We paid an online search 
service and received 200 pages of 
phone numbers and addresses in no 
particular order. Two interns sifted 
through the results for more than a 
week, identified potential leads, placed 
over 50 calls, and finally located a 
relative who could take him.”
	 In late 2022, Hephzibah hired 
a dedicated family-finding specialist 
to expedite the process. But the real 
break came in 2023 when Binti—
an award-winning company with a 
mission to transform child welfare 
through technology—introduced its 
groundbreaking family finding 
and engagement 
software.

	 It’s not for lack of trying. In 
the past, family finding was a labor-
intensive process that required 
months of research, outreach, 
interviews, and documentation. 
For decades, child welfare agencies 
did this manually. The process was 
burdensome for agencies with limited 
resources, and some families were 
so fractured that locating relatives or 
fictive kin was like finding a needle in 
a haystack.
	 Director of Family Based 
Services Julie Dvorsky remembers 
one case in particular. “We were 
trying to find a kinship placement 
for a teenager, but we weren’t getting 

Average percentage of kinship 
placements in the U.S. prior 
to the introduction of Binti’s family 
finding software; some promising 
Binti pilot programs have increased 
the kinship placement rate to 70% 
or more

35%
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I
Ready for Life

IT’S NO SECRET THAT KIDS JUST 
DO BETTER when their social-
emotional needs are met. In fact, 
hundreds of studies involving more 
than a million PreK–12 students 
worldwide have established that social-
emotional learning programs have a 
positive impact on student well-being, 
academic performance, and 
life outcomes.
	 Nobody knows this better than 
Hephzibah Day Care Director Amy 
O’Rourke, whose background as a 
social worker informs much of her work 
with the children in Hephzibah’s after-
school and summer camp programs. 

	 “We have always recognized 
that school-age children need a lot 
of social-emotional support as they 
learn how to navigate the world,” 
says O’Rourke. “Over the years, our 
program has evolved from a traditional 
day care model with a focus on 
recreation to a youth development 
program with a strong emphasis 
on social-emotional growth and 
well-being.”
	 In 2019, Hephzibah created a 
dedicated social services and training 
coordinator position. Currently 
funded by the Community Mental 
Health Board of Oak Park 

Township, this position ensures 
that all Day Care staff members—
from the supervisors to the youth 
development specialists who work 
directly with the children—have 
the skills and self-awareness 
they need to model respectful 
and appropriate behaviors, build 
nurturing relationships, and integrate 
social-emotional learning into 
everyday activities.
	 Then the pandemic hit, and 
life changed overnight. Remote 
learning became the new normal 
and restricted peer interactions 
stalled the children’s social-

“ ”My daughter is always her best self at Hephzibah.
— A Hephzibah Day Care parent



j
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Hephzibah Day Care’s social-emotional learning 
program is fostering the interpersonal and life skills 
children need to succeed.

Number of school-age children 
who benefited from Hephzibah 
Day Care’s social-emotional 
programming

808

	 “From the children’s 
perspective, Hephzibah is a place 
to hang out with friends and have 
fun, but social-emotional 
skill-building is integrated 
into everything we do,” 
says O’Rourke. “If children are 
having a hard time, for example, 
we acknowledge and affirm their 
feelings first and then ask, ‘Well, 
what are your options?’ This 
approach helps foster a sense of 
self-efficacy—the belief that they 
can successfully 
complete a task 
or achieve 
a goal—
and the 
outcomes 
are really 
positive.”

emotional development. By the time 
these restrictions were lifted, the 
pandemic’s babies, toddlers, and 
preschoolers had entered the school 
system—and they were struggling. 
	 “Children in the Oak Park 
community, like children everywhere, 
had missed out on two key years of 
socialization during the pandemic,” 
O’Rourke points out. “Our youth 
development specialists helped jump-
start their social-emotional growth 
by giving them the extra time, space, 
and support they needed to work on 
skills such as being a good friend, 
advocating for themselves and others, 
and expressing their feelings in safe 
and appropriate ways.”
	 It was the right intervention at 
the right time—and, today, those 
same children are thriving.       

	 According to O’Rourke, social-
emotional learning also helps foster 
a sense of belonging. “We 
reinforce that feeling of belonging by 
making it clear that everyone is on 
the same team,” she notes. 
	 To help communicate this 
concept, O’Rourke relegated the old 
employee t-shirts printed with the 
word “STAFF” to the recycling bin and 
replaced them with more egalitarian 
garb. Kids and staff alike now sport 
t-shirts emblazoned with the words 
“TEAM HEPHZIBAH.” The t-shirts 
are more than just morale boosters. 
They represent Hephzibah’s deep 
commitment to empowering the 
children and equipping them with 
social-emotional skills that will 
help them flourish and fulfill their 
promise in school and in life.
	       Each year, parent feedback 

tells O’Rourke and her team 
that they’re on the right track. “I 

don’t know why,” noted one 
parent, “but my daughter 

is always her best self 
at Hephzibah summer 

camp. We tried other 
camps, but in this 

environment 
and with these 
people, she 
blossoms.” j



A Caring Community

Giving the Gift 
of Belonging
When families fracture and children are placed in substitute care, 
they miss out on some of the best parts of childhood, such as 
joining a scouting troop. Jackie Barlow, a former Hephzibah 
board member, didn’t want that to happen to the girls at 
Hephzibah Home. So she introduced us to Irene Crea, the 
community relationship manager of the Girl Scouts of 
Greater Chicago and Northwest Indiana, who formed 
Girl Scout Troop 409 just for them. Cheered on by four enthusiastic 
volunteer troop leaders, our Girl Scouts are now busy earning badges, 
rising to new challenges, and even selling Girl Scout cookies to raise 
funds for new adventures. Along the way, they’re learning about the 
importance of kindness and community service, developing leadership 
and life skills, and enjoying the camaraderie that comes from working 
together to make the world a better place.

A Back-to-School Bonanza
In August 2023, more than 250 children from 125 foster and intact families were 
outfitted in style with sturdy backpacks, scads of school supplies, cozy winter 
coats, and more during our Back-to-School Event at Calvary Memorial 
Church. Thanks to a dedicated team of volunteers and support from Capstone 
Financial Advisors, Enchanted Backpack, J.A. Watts Inc., JAYNE Boutique, Oak 
Park Bank, The Peninsula Chicago Hotel, the Ticket to Dream Foundation, and 
hundreds of individual donors, our kids headed back to school fully equipped and 
ready to learn.

The High School 
Happiness Squad
The Huskie Helpers, a student club at Oak Park River Forest High 
School, brightened the lives of the children at Hephzibah Home with 
year-round activities and outings, served as positive role models, and 
taught the children how to laugh and have fun again during football games, 
trips to the ice rink, movie nights, holiday activities, and a truly awesome 
pirate-themed celebration to reward the children for their hard work during 
the academic year. 
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”“Volunteering is the ultimate expression of community spirit.
— Colin Powell, American statesman, diplomat, army off icer, and former U.S. Secretary of State



Hephzibah’s Holiday 
Elves Strike Again!
What would we do without our holiday elves? 
The individuals, organizations, businesses, 
and corporations listed below—and many 
other friends and supporters—decorated 
Hephzibah Home inside and out for the 
holiday season, purchased and wrapped gifts, 
stuffed stockings, hosted holiday parties, and 
more. We are grateful to all of you for shining 
your light on children and families in need!

j American College of Surgeons

j Astellas Pharma US, Inc.

j The Blue Saints

j The Carbery Family

j The Fox Family

j Gene and Georgetti 

j Harlem Irving Plaza

j InvenTrust Properties

j Jackson National Life Insurance Company

j KBC Advisors

j Kite Realty Group

j Northwestern Medicine

j Oak Park Fire Department

j The Paramount Group

j Peninsula Hotel Chicago

j Santa Claus

j Strategex

j The Hartschuh, Knaul, Read, Trainer, 		

	 and Williams Families

j Whole Foods River Forest

jSustainable Shopping 
for Parents and the Planet
With tons of textiles ending up in landfills and family budgets stretched 
to the limit by inflation, local families chose a more sustainable shopping 
option last year: Hephzibah’s Fall and Spring Kids Resale Events. 
Thanks to the hardworking volunteers who spent 1,000+ hours sorting, 
tagging, and selling mountains of gently used clothes, toys, books, and 
games, we raised $56,588 to support enriching and affordable day care 
for families of all income levels and our annual summer sibling camp for 
brothers and sisters living in different foster homes.
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Purple is for Healing
Northwestern Medicine is known for its world-class medical care, 
but this compassionate corporate partner also helped us heal the 
emotional wounds of the traumatized children at Hephzibah Home 
with a $30,000 general operating grant. Northwestern Medicine 
employees gave generously of their time, serving a Sunday Supper to 
the children, sorting donated gifts for our foster kids, and decorating 
Hephzibah Home for the holidays. Whenever these kindhearted 
corporate volunteers show up in their familiar purple t-shirts, the 
children know they’re about to get a healthy dose of happiness, 
courtesy of Northwestern Medicine!

The Paramount Group “spookified” Hephzibah 
Home’s backyard and play area for Halloween.

Northwestern volunteers helped our kids heal with a healthy dose of happiness.



12  |  Hephzibah Children’s Association

 	 Thanks to the dedication of 
our Heart of Gold committees and 
volunteers and the generosity of our 
sponsors and guests, we raised nearly 
$492,000, exceeding our fundraising 
goal by more than $116,000. We 
are deeply grateful to our friends 
and supporters for making this 
extraordinary evening possible.
	 Each year at the Heart of Gold 
Ball, we take time out from the 
festivities to recognize individuals, 
organizations, foundations, and 
corporations that have enhanced the 
lives of children and families. We 
presented our 2024 Heart of 
Gold Award to The Paul M. 
Angell Family Foundation, 

I
Partying with a Purpose
IN EARLY MARCH, more than 300 Hephzibah supporters joined us 
at Rockwell on the River for a night of cocktails, dining, dancing, live music, 
and more at our 2024 Heart of Gold Ball. Although these folks love to party, 
they arrived with a deeper purpose: to help children and families in crisis rise 
above their challenges and achieve their full potential.

which provided record-level grants to 
Hephzibah and other Chicago-area social 
service agencies to promote access to 

jAmount raised at our 
2024 Heart of 

Gold Ball

$491,795

meaningful life opportunities for 
disadvantaged children, including 
quality education and networks of 
support and healing. 
	 We also honored Oak Park dad 
Eric Friedman with our 2024 
Heart of the Home Award 
for creating an after-school math 
tutoring program for Oak Park 
children and then turning it over 
to Hephzibah to ensure that every 
student in our community has 
access to engaging and affordable 
math enrichment. We applaud this 
outstanding citizen for his ingenuity 
and willingness to forego commercial 
gain in pursuit of educational equity 
and the greater good. j

Helping Hearts: Hundreds of generous 
guests contributed $275,775 to support our 
mission during the evening’s Helping Hearts 
paddle raise.



”
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Total amount raised by 
our Chicago, Oak Park, and 
Western Auxiliaries 

$70,160

A Hephzibah 
Halloween
Nearly 150 ghouls, goblins, ghosts, 
and other fun-loving characters turned 
out to support Hephzibah at our Oak 

Park Auxiliary Board’s 
second annual 

1.5-mile Hephzibah 
Halloween Fun 
Run/Walk. Thanks 

to our generous 
sponsors and 
volunteers, this 
family-friendly 
October 2023 
event raised 
more than 

$9,800 to help 
children and 
families in 
need.

Philanthropy

Urban 
Ambassadors
It’s been a busy year for our 
Chicago Auxiliary Board! 
These altruistic ambassadors for 
Hephzibah welcomed scores of 
young professionals to the Timber 
Lanes Bowling Alley on Chicago’s 
North Side for their Care & Spare 
fundraiser, hosted a miniature golf 
benefit at the Big Mini Putt Club 
in Wicker Park, organized bingo 
benefits at Happy Camper’s Old 
Town and Wrigleyville locations, 
and served up a “Do Good Sunday 
Brunch” at the Long Room in 
Ravenswood. Altogether, this 
ambitious crew raised over $11,000 
for Hephzibah while spreading the 
word about our mission to new 
audiences and neighborhoods.

Music 
for Healing
In February, 145 music lovers joined 
us at the Humo Smokehouse for 
the Western Auxiliary 
Board’s 2024 Rock ‘N’ 
Roll for Your Heart 
& Soul benefit. Guests 
danced to live music, 
feasted on Mexican 
and American 
BBQ fare, and 
raised $43,001 
to support Camp 
HepSIBah, a 
summer camp 
experience that 
brings siblings living 
in different foster 
homes together to 
help mend broken 
family bonds. 

“There is no power greater than a community 
discovering what it cares about. 

— Margaret Wheatley,Peace Corps volunteer, organizational consultant, author, and activist

j

Rocking for our 
kids: Western Auxiliary 
Board President Tami 
Wanless and fellow 
musician Lance Billingsley 
rocked the crowd with 
a song during Hephzibah’s 
2024 Rock ‘N’ Roll for 
Your Heart & Soul fundraiser.
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       It’s when we start working 
together that the real healing 
takes place.

— David Hume, Scottish philosopher, historian, economist, and essayist

“““
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Jill and John Blim
Alec and Belinda Bliss
Brian and Julie Boczkowski
Jack Boczkowski
Kate Boczkowski
Jeff Boehm and Keith Rosenthal
Boeing Corporate Headquarters
Brian and Christine Bonomo
Wendy Borke
Rose Marie Bosco
Andy Bosnak
Cheryl and Edward Bourelly
May Boury
Elizabeth Bowen
Helen Bowman
Boyle Design Associates
Deborah and Michael Bradt
Darric and Debbie Brambora
Keary Bramwell
Cathy and David Braner
Eileen Brann
Angela and Michael Brauneis
Jessica Bremm
Christine and Simon Breuer
Kathryn and Nicholas Bridge
Nick and Sue Bridge
Emily Brigell
Alex Brightbill
Tara Brito

Architectural Consulting Engineers
Deborah Arcilla
Erica Armstrong
Betty Arnieri
Laura Arterburn
Sarah Arvanites
Collin Ashmead-Bobbitt
Jonathan and Natalie Ashton
Samrawit Asmamaw
Tai Duncan Atteberry
Kelly and Patrick Austin
Anthony and Lisa Azu-Popow
Babou Memorial Fund
Brent Bachus
Ryan Baffa
Baird & Warner’s Keller Group 	
	 Chicago
Jeffrey Baker and Beth Zeiter
Jon and Mary Kay Bakken
Ann Bala
Joleen Bales
Caroline Ball
Matthew Ball
Chris Balocca
Carla Bandles and William Gamble
Bank of America 
	 Charitable Foundation
Vesa Baraku
Marguerite Barbagallo
Jean Barbato
Raymond Barbosa
Jackie Barlow
Laura Barnard
Michelle and Theodore Barnes
Amy Barrett
Alice Bartels
Andy Bartes
Ed Barth
Karim Basaria
Andrew and Robin Basney
David Bates
Deborah and Mark Bates
Claire Battle
Joan Bauer
Katie Baxter
Leanna Becker
Robert Becker and Karen Heller
Deborah and Tom Beggan
Charles and Samantha Behensky
Michelle Behrens
Jacqueline Benabe
Joseph Benko
Barbara Bennecke
Bruce and Jennifer Bennett
Crystal Bennett
Faith Bennett and James Uhlir

Jelene Britten
Brookfield Elks Lodge #1510
Lauren Brooks
Loretta and Zachary Browder
Audrey Brown
Emily Brown
Keith Brown
Linda and Terry Brown
Cara Bryan
Amelia Bucek
Building Solutions, Inc.
Mabel Burdett
Daniel Burke
Michael Burmeister
Jason Burriss
Kelly Burton
Amy Butler
John Butz
Byline Bank
Sean Byrne
C & J Gallery
C.H. Robinson
Melissa Cabanas
Meredith Cabral
Jhon Caceres
Emily Caldwell
Pauline Caldwell
Marty Calkins
Joyce Callahan
Leroy and Ralecia Cameron
Candycopia
Elizabeth Cannon and 
	 Boyd Klingler
Jeanette and Philip Cannon
Mary Capasso-Vaccaro
Tyronna Capers
Jayme Cappa
Capstone Financial Advisors
Paul and Sherry Carbery
Bacilisa Cardenas
Kathy-Anne Cardinal-Davison
Christy and David Carey
Barrett and Erica Carlson
Jenna Carlson
Michael Carmody
Elizabeth Carney
Mary Carney
Joshua Carpenter
Katharine Carr
Caitlin Carroll
Christopher and Emily Carroll
Amy Carson
Carol Carter
Meghan Carter
Jacqueline Casale
Shanna Castillo

Sara Caswell
Mary Caywood
CDK Global
Monica Cecero
Melissa Cecola
Sal and Stefanie Cerami
Kaitlin Cernak
Anne Chambers
Melanie Chapman
Catherine Chavez
Jose Chavez
Carrie and James Chelko
Lisa Chen
Maureen Chen
Craig and Megan Chesney
Chicago Is
Chicago White Sox Charities
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Chi-Town Pitties Board
Kellen and Michelle Choi
Kristen Choi
Joseph Christian
The Christopher Family Foundation
Kaitlin Christopherson
CIBC
Katherine Cichosz
Maria and Steve Citko
Stephanie Ciupka
Alex Clark
Elizabeth Clark
Matthew and Stephanie Clark
Nancy Clark
Clayton A. Struve Family Foundation
William Cleavland and Lisa Collings
Amy and Brett Close
CME Group
Amy Coad
Marta Coblitz and Anthony Reder
Jennifer Coco
Donald and Frances Coe
Kristen and Mark Coe
Annalise Coffman
Andrea Cohen-Agrimonti and
	 Kenneth Agrimonti 
Greg and Rebecca Cohen
Coldwell Banker Realty – Lisa Grimes
Adelaida Colin
Tracy Collins
Jeff Colson
Mike Colson
John Colucci
Margaret Colucci
Compass
Samara Condon
Andrea Conner
Nichole Connor
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for caring about our kids!

Because all gifts—large and small—are essential to our mission, we list our benefactors in alphabetical order.



FIT4MOM OPRF
Erin Fitzgerald
Lois Flaherty
Connie Fleischer
Jonah and Jori Fleisher
Helen and Michael Fleisher
Thomas Fleming
Ann and Becky Flood
Deirdre Flynn
Jack and Stephanie Flynn
Scott Flynn
Anthony and Stephanie Fojas
Dan and Susan Foran
Forest Insurance Agency, Inc.
Barbara Forrer
Elizabeth Foss
Michaelia Fosses Vuong
Eleni Fosses
Carolyn Foster
Wendy Foster
Lisa Fougere
Alisha Fox
Kathy Fox
Kelly Fox
Ron and Cathy Fox
Jean Frank
John and Tiffany Frank
Kathryn Frank
Rebecca Frank
Larissa Franklin
Emi Lee Frantz
Carla and Mark Franz
Sarah Frederking
Lynn Fredrick
Sara Freer
Lilliana Freire
Eric Friedman
Friends of Judge Chantelle Porter
Peter Frost
Eileen Furey and Thomas Quinn
Lauren Futris
Carolyn Gabehart
Julia Gable
Frances Gaik
Stefano Galiasso
Carlos and Michelle Galindo
Jeanine Gallagher
Ellen and George Galland
Gallant Capital
Allegra Gallian
Bill and Gail Gallo
Matt and Molly Galo
Elizabeth Gamboney
Salvador Gamino
Ashley Garbacz
Carolyn and Lawrence Garber

Emily Deisch
Phillip Deisch
Kathy and Michael Deitch
Edward and Sally DelBeccaro
Danielle and Mike Delzotti
DeMaira Dance Studios Inc.
Gina Demes
Jill and John Dempsey
Blaise Denton
Kyle Depasquale
Joelle DePietro
Alice Desai
Michael and Valerie Desiderio
Melissa DeSimone
Mark Desmond
Kate D’Esposito
Jill Diao
Joe DiCosola
Lynette Diener
Edward and Pamela Dieschbourg
Jennifer Dietzler
Christine DiFrancesco
Nadine Dillon
Yordan Dimitrov
Dominic and Lisa Diomede
Monica Dionisio
Claudia and Timothy Divis
Mary Dmyterko
Linh Doan
Erik and Leslie Dobos
Maureen and Philip Doherty
Jonathan Domsky
Julie Donahoe
Sally Donaubauer
Kaitlin Donnelly
Maggie Donnelly

Justin and Sarah Donoho
Clare Donovan
Mark Donovan and Mary Ludgin
Lou Dore
Nancy Dorfman Schwartz and 	
	 Michael Schwartz
Audrey and Steven Dormanen
Bryan Douville
Mary Dowling
Elizabeth and Michael Downey
Phoebe Downey
Storrs Downey
Judy Drain
David Dranoff and Wendy Epstein
Emma Draves
Laura Droste
Diana Drouillard
Germaine DuBose
Donald and Kay Duddleston
Jennifer Duffield

Shannon Conroy
Kevin and Linda Conway
Sarah Conzen
Loretta and Robert Cooney
Joyce and Paul Coopwood
Lucia Coria-Herrera
Connor Cornelius
Bill and Kim Cornman
Michael Corr
Anna Cosner
Eliot Costianis
Anna Costner
Jim Coston
Ann C. Courter and 
	 Norman M. Hirsh
Teegan Covarrubias
Melanie Credo
Council Creech
Nicole Creguer
Alayna Crenshaw
Amy and Stephen Crilly
Scarlett Cronan
Cross Fit Spero
Carole Crump
Alyssa Crumrine
Rachel Cullimore
Raima and Timothy Cunningham
David and Elyse Cutler
Claire Dacey
Stephanie Dadabo
Heather Dahl
Patrick and Rebecca Dahlstrom
Brian and Karen Daily
Lauren Dain
Pamela Daley
Amy Daly

Laura Darlington
Wendy Darlington
Alexandra Darrow and 
	 Jerome Griffin
Dan Davidson
Amy and Timothy Davis
Charles Davis
Christine and Stanley Davis
Hilary Davis
Joan Davis
Luther Davis
Meghan Davis
Kristin Davisson
Ivory Day
Kristin De Groot
Kimberly Dean
Suzanne DeBauge
Jill DeBok
The De-Clutter Box, Inc.
Karen Deighan

Adriana Garcia
Amber Garcia
Skylar Garland
Lisa Garling and Jeff Miller
Tina Garney
John R. Garofalo
Denine Garrett
Ann Garvey
Eileen M. Garvey
Maria Garvy and William Keffer
Sarah Gascoigne
Brian and Eileen Gasteier
James and Louise Gates
Wesley Gaughan
Stephen R. Gawne
GCF
Brian and Kathryn Gedvilas
Erica Geil
John and Kristen Gelsomino
Karie Gelyana
GEM Realty Capital
Gene & Georgetti
George and Barbara Kovacs 
	 Family Fund
George M. Eisenberg Foundation 	
	 for Charities
Angela and Eric Gershenson
Traci Gerth
Bettina Getz
Carolyn Ghazal
Emily Gibellina
Elliott Gibson
James Gill and Elaine Petkovsek
Diane and Don Gilliard
Ryan Gillingham and 
	 Paula Rae-Gillingham
Brian Gilvary
Carmen and Desdune Gilyot
Corey Gimbel and 
	 Louise Mezzatesta
Gail Ginsberg
Girl Scout Troop #45613
Barbara and Robert Givens
Grant Glattly
Cindy and John Glavin
Kirsten and Robert Glinke
Alex Glover
Nancy Gmeiner
Richard Godfrey
Sarah Goldberg Jacobo
Mark and Mary Beth Goldbranson
Cynthia and Norman Goldring
Patrick Golon
Alfonso and Thaddine Gomez
Lisa Gonsalves
Jenn Gonzalez

Cristin and John Duffy
Kathleen Duffy and Frank Sullivan
Susanne Dumbleton
Dorothy Dumelle
Amy and Roger DuMez
Christine and Ian Duncan
Robert Duncan
Marilyn Dunn and Bob Small
Craig and Rebecca Dunphey
Dunsire Family Foundation, Inc.
Larry and Linda Dybis
Heather Dye
Patrice Dziire
EA Foundation
Dianne and Robert Ebert
Ecolab Foundation
Julia Eddelbuettel
Bonnie Edwalds
Jean Edwards
Julie Eggert
Sarah Elder
David and Jennifer Eldersveld
Keith Elkins and 
	 Kathleen Shoemaker
Jennifer Ellis-Jackson and 
	 Darren Jackson
Maggie Elmarakby
Maggie Ember
Lisa and Shaun Emerson
Patricia Engebretson
Gloria O. Engstrom
Daisy Ennis
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Chibuike Enyia
Maddy Eppli
Sabrina Erangey
Jen Ermshler
Carolina Escrich Hochman
Naomi Eskin
Ivette Esquivel
Joshua Estes
Euclid Avenue United Methodist 	
	 Women
Kate Facklis
John C. Fagan
Brian and Mary Beth Fahrney
Christine Fairbairn
Madeleine Fairley-Wax
Abby Falkoff
David Fanning
Morgan Fausett
David Faust
Katie Fay
Kerry Feczko
Aubrey Feeney
Patricia Feierberg
Megan and Steven Feinberg
Ilana Feld
Amy and Thad Felton
Law Office of Amy Muran Felton
Ashley Fendley
Ebony Fendley
Juliet Fendley
Gina Fenwick
Amy Ferranti
Deborah Fetcher
Dominique and Sara Feteau
Ashley Fewell
James Fields
Chris and Mary Fifield
Joan and Paul Filbin
John Filosa and Cathaleen Roach
Mary Finley
Jessica Fioretti
First United Methodist Church
Maryanne Fishman
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The Good Deeds Fund
The Good Heart Work Smart 	
	 Foundation
Megan Goodman
Google, Inc.
Lauren Gorski
Amanda and David Gosnell
Archana Goyal
Beth Grabowski
Grace Infrastructure
Grace Lutheran Church & School
Brian Grady
Amanda Grantham
Gail Grasso
Jeff and Whitney Gravely
Fiona Gray
Janice and John Gray
The Gray Insurance Co.
Andria Green
Bill and Kim Green
Mindy Green
Sarah Greenwell
Brooke Greenwood
Marci Grenda
Suzanne Greub
Catherine Griffin
Joey Griffin
Kate Griffin
Lindsey and Ryan Griffin
Griffin Harvey Group, 
	 Baird & Warner Real Estate 
Melissa Grim
Cynthia and Ronald Grimaud
Annette Grinnell
Brian Gross
Rebekah Grossman
Marissa Grott and David McDermott
Nancy and Victor Guarino
Anne-Marie and E. Andre Guerrier
Adrienne Guldin
Mallory Gunanto
Abigail Gunn
Darrick and Laura Gurski
Heather Guth West
Armon Haagen
Gretchen Hafeman
Olena Haiduk
Margaret and Thomas Hale
Joyel Hall
Julia Hamel
Lindsey Hamer
Andrew Hamilton
Nicole Hamm
Jessica Hammond
John and Loreli Hand
Tristan Hanson

Amelia Hardy
Mary Harkins
Christina Harle
The Office of Senate President 
	 Don Harmon 
Ashton Harnung
Megan Harper
Geoffrey Harris
Lenore Harris
Toby Harris
Xhulia Harris
Samantha Harrison
Harry F. Chaddick & Elaine Chaddick 	
	 Foundation, Inc.
Kelli Harsch
Kathleen and Michael Haupers
Meagan Havlik
Kaylee Hayen
Andy Hayward
Hazard Family Foundation
Tom Hazinski and Barb Smith
Healthcare Services Corporation
John Hedges
Amber and Nicholas Heigerick
Helen Brach Foundation
Megan Helm
Shaina Helm
John and Pat Henek
Mercedes Hennessy
Misael Hernandez
Julie and Kurt Hessler
Kayla Heuer
Chris and JoAnne Heyer
Nancy Hickey
Uchenna Hicks
Jennifer Hilding
Matt Hilding
Ellen Hildner
Lori Hilton
Anne Hiter
John Hitt
Matthew Hlinak
Edward and Joan Hlinka
Abigail Hodges
Michael Hohman
Angela and Doug Holcomb
Joyce and Kenneth Holmes
Bernadette Homberger
Andrew and Sarah Homrok
Laurie Hoppe
Monica Hork
Maria Horvath
Julius Lloyd Horwich
Lynne and Martin Horwich
HospitaliTea Shop
Melvin Hover

Jeremy and Kaitlin Howell
Emily Hoyt
Kimberly and Mark Hoyt
Carianna Huberty
Todd Huempfner
Bryce Huff
Julia Huff
Martin and Kathleen Huggins
Sujin Huggins
Andrew Hughes
Kristi Hughes
Micheal Hughes
Christine Hull
Mark Humowiecki
Liz Humphrey
Christie and James Hunt
T. Kendall Hunt Family Foundation
Meghan and Ted Hurley Gibbs
Amy Hurtado
Ruth Huston
Ian and Tina Hutchinson
Jewel Hyland
Loren Hypes
John and Nancy Ide
Josh Inglis
Kathryn Ingrao
Heather Ipema
Mary Ann Irvine
Stephen Ishmael
Sally Ivaska
J. Aponte & Associates, LLC
J.R. Construction Company
Jackson National Life Insurance 	
	 Company
Adriana Jackson
James Jackson
Salvador Jacobo
Fred and Patty Jacobs
Erik Jacobsen
Ron and Sheila Jacobson
Julia Jamel
James C. and Norma I. Smith 	
	 Foundation
Lesley January and John Pold
Jill Jaroch
Catherine Jaroszca
Ken and Sheila Javor
Dawn Broussard and Jeff Jenks
Dulce Jimenez-Godinez
Jocarno Fund
John D. and Catherine T. 		
	 MacArthur Foundation
Amber and Ken Johnson
Amy Johnson
Andrew and Sherree Johnson
Brandon and Tina Johnson
Callie Johnson
Coco and Raymond Johnson
Jeff and Marianne Johnson
Lamar and Lisa Johnson
Lance Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Lisa Johnson
Susan Johnson
Patricia Johnson-Temkin
Mark Johnston
Donald and Jacqueline Jones
Daniel and Mary Ann Jordan
Katie Jordan
Kathryn Joseph
Maya Joseph-Brooks
Mary Jane Joyce and Brian Byrne
JP Morgan Chase
Yvonne Judice
Lars Juhl

Jamie and Tina Justice
Laura Kahan and Ira Harth
Andy and Jill Kahn
Carolyn Kaiser
Robbin and Steve Kalt
Merritt Kanan
Audrey Kane
Therese Kane
Ken and Melissa Kansa
Kappa Kappa Gamma 
	 Alumnae Association
Kaufman, Hall & Associates, LLC
Lindsey Kaz
KBC Advisors
Katherine Keberlein
Meredith Keech
Lesley and Pat Keeley
Joseph and Laura Keffer
Kim Kelecius
Beth Kell

Anthony and Tracy Keller
Dax Keller
Kara Keller
Karen Keller
Chelsea Kelley
Laura Kelley
Brianne and Charlie Kellogg
Carol Kelly
Mary Ellen Kelly
Kemper Cares
David and Susan Kennedy
Kathryn Kenton
Nikki and Shane Kern
Phyllis Kersten
Brian and Erica Keto
Stephanie Keyes
Rachelle Kienlen
Derrick and Lisa Kiker
Lisa Kilbridge
Chee-Young and Andrew Kim
Anna King
James King
Brenda Kinnerk
Joanne Kinoy and Mark Weber
Carissa Kinser
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Deborah Kirsch
Kite Realty Group Trust
Paul Kitti
Sue Kizewski
Klaff Family Foundation
Jon and Judy Klem
Katharine Klette
Edward and Susan Klinger

Bart and Lisa Klingler
Andrea and Dan Knapp
Molly Knapp
Knapp Development Group
Brian Knier
Eric Knight
Knights of Columbus –
	 Commodore Barry Post #1118
Ava Koeller
Takyrica Kokoszka
Judith Kolet
Nancy Komada
Shannon Kooser
Elizabeth Koppula
Sandra Korelc
Jane and John Kosik
Kristen Kosmider
August and Elizabeth Koster 
	 Van Groos
Binta Kouadio

Koval Distillery
Richard Kozlowski
Ivan and Patricia Kralik
Max Krasnov
Suzanne Kravitz
Noelle Kreis
Marie Kruse
William Kuehl
Mary Catherine Kuhl
Carolyn Kuhn
Cynthia Kurucar
Tyna Kus
Laurian Kyretz
Peter Labadie and Suzanne Saxman
Van Lac
Sarah Ladgenski
Barbara and Hans Lagoni
James Lambe
Courtney and Nathan Lamkey
Donna Landa
Mary Landreth
Lindsey Lane
Jonathan and Julie Laney
Jennifer Lang
Jackie Langas
Kirk and Marissa Langefeld
Jonelyn Langestein
Lauren Langgut
Christina Lanzarotti
Alex Lapitskiy
Olivia Lares
Barbara Larkin
Alissa LaRose
Gregory and Katherine Larson

2023–2024 Annual Report  |  17



X  |  Hephzibah Children’s Association

	

Jim and Susan Lucci
Dagmara Lukasik
Bruce Lund
Morgan Lunde
Maggie Lupiani Gray
John and Nell Lurain
Kristen Lux
Joseph Lyne
Sharlene Macatangay
Gregory Macchio and 
	 Rosa Navarro
Ruth Mack
Kenna and Michael MacKinnon
Abigail Madden
Ben Madore
Anna R. Madrzyk and 
	 James W. Ritter
Dora Magallon
Kelly Maginot
Sarah Magner
James Mahler

Margaret Mahoney
Dibyen and Rupashree Majumdar
Daniel and Suzanne Malagoli
Courtney Malawy
Jaclyn Malayter
Christine Maldonado
Jim and Kathy Malpede
Sheldon Mandell
Nicholas Mann
Cale Mannesto
Karen Mansfield
Lorella Marchi
Paulina Marin
Michael and Susan Markowitz
Mark Maroney
David Marshall
Dick and Linda Martens
Bryce Martin
Maria Martinez
Pilar Martínez
Marvin and Kaye Lichtman 	
	 Foundation
Mary Lou Downs Foundation
Julie Maslowsky
Hillary Mason
Kristin and Rick Massa
James and Margaret Massarello
Molly Masters
Mathnasium
Kristin Matthews
Jan and Robert Maxson
Katherine May
Freda Mayberry
Kristin Mayhew

Brittany Mineo
Adam and Gina Minick
Jane Mitchell
Kelly Mitchell
Paige Mitchell
Carol and Larry Mitchener
April and Jerry Mittlestaedt
Cynthia Mittlestaedt
Ron Mittlestaedt
Terrie Mittlestaedt
Willow Moellman
Marta Mohammad
Claire Mokrauer Madden
Greg Molina
Rachel Molter
Kristen Monacella
Michelle Monaghan
Victoria Monarrez
Violet Mondragon-Flores
Alexa and Peter Montenaro
Amanda Montgomery
Mark Monticelli
Courtney Mooney
Hannah Moore
James Moore
Kelley Moore
Kristian Moore
Kristy Moore
Claudia Morales McGowan
Jessica Moran
Kristina and Matthew Moran
Ashley Morefield
Lucas Moreno
Rebecca Morgan
Molly Moriarity
Amy Moriarta and
	 Mrunil Champaneri 
Morna Reid-Schwartz 
	 Foundation, Inc.
Morning Star Industries, Inc.
Dottie Morrison
Kristin Morrison
Matthew Morrison
Melissa Morrison
Ashley Morton
Elizabeth Morton
Catherine Mory
Joshua and Meghann Moses
Jim and Tara Moustis
Christiane Muench
MUFG Bank, Ltd.
Susan Muirhead
Joseph Mullen
James and Pamela Mulshine
Monica Munoz
Bunny and Dennis Murphy
Claire Murphy
James and Margaret Murphy
Jennifer Murphy
Kinga Murphy
Rose Murphy
Sharon Murphy
Diane Mustain
Priscilla and Raja Mutharasan
Donna Myers
John Myers
Jenna Naegele
Mark Nardi
Edward and Sara Naureckas
Robin Neary
Donald Nekrosius
Samuel Nekrosius
Melissa Nelson
Patti Nemeth
John and Kimberly Neppel
Alan and Kathryn Nesburg

Ashley Mayworm
Michele and Scot Mazur
Dora Mcallister
Debbie and Mark McCann
Kathy and Thomas McCauley
Jamie McConnell
John and Terri McConville
Kelly McCreary
Kathie McCroary
Elizabeth McCune
Micaela McDonald
Eileen McDonnell
Dan and Katherine McElligott
Mary McEnery
Danielle McFeron
Tracey McGee
Caitlin McGinness
Kellie McGinnis
Elizabeth McGinnity
McGraw Foundation
Rebecca and William McInerney
Patricia and Daniel McKee
Kathy McKeever
Kari and Tom McKinley
Christina McKittrick
Julie and Patrick McKune
Barbara and Raymond 		
	 McLaughlin
Kailyn McLaughlin
Laura McLaughlin
Maureen McLaughlin
Richard and Suzanne McLeese
Amanda McLoughlin
Maia McMorris
Matt McMurray
Patricia McNally
Nell McNamara and
	 Cameron McLaughlin
Patty McNichols-Balun
Kelly McRae
Chris and Kathryn Meister
Daniela Melgar
Cecelia and Larry Menaker
Eranthie Mendis
Arlene and Terrance Mennenga
The Menta Education Group
Vanessa Menton
Evelyn Mercado
Emilia Merchen
Meghan Meredith
Leigh Merkey
Sean Merle and Garron Segal
Rob Merrell
Bob and Susan Merriam
Jane Messah
Beth and John Messina
Liz Metzger
Christopher and Kathleen Meyer
Dianne Meyer
Eva Meyer
Tanya and Ted Meyers
Charles and Pamela Meyerson
Allie Miceli
Dennis and Peggy Michel
Microsoft Corporation
Maureen Mikulski
Madeleine Milan
Laura and John Milder
Madeline Miley
Anthony and Dietra Millard
Abby Miller
Adam and Linda Miller
Amanda and Chris Miller
Jay Miller and Tracy Williams
Melissa Miller
Shannon Miller

Mary Kay and Mike Larson
Mitch Larson
Blake and Penny Latta
Will Latta
Amy and James Laurenzo
Megan Lauterbach
Kysean Lavow
Tracy Lawrence
Amy and Ron Lazzeretti
Fabiola Leal
John and Nancy Leavy
Julie and Mark Ledogar
Sarah Leduc
Jae Lee
Kathryn Lee
Richard Leftwich and
	 Susan Hammond
Alex and Larissa Leibowitz
Ashley Lenz
Diana Leonard
Ximena Leonardi

Victoria Leone
Aliza and Jon Lerner
Anna Lesser
Adria Levin
Deborah and Kim Levine
George Lewitt
Hadley Lewno
Sybil Licht
David and Julie Lichtman
Jennifer Lin
Marketa Lindt and 
	 Thomas Simmons
Christopher Lingner
Allison Linne
Kate Linne
Thomas Lint
Kathleen Lipinski
Kaitlin Lisle
Alma Lizcano
Chris and Danielle Locke
Mercedez Lockett-Hart
Andrea and Mike Lofgren
Connor Loftus
The Long Room Chicago
Megan Long
Katie Lonze
Corinne Lopez
Laura Lopez
Rocio Lopez Pardo
Karen Louie
Claire Love
The Lovey Project
Joanna Lovik
Carlotta and Ronald Lucchesi

Nicole Nesslar
Kelly Newbill
Alison Newman
Nexus Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Kathryn Nicholas
Kristin Nichols
Grace Nicholson-Maly
Catherine Nickles
Nicor Gas
Cam and Jerry Niederman
Juli and Rich Niemann
Nils Niemeyer
Jaime Niesen
Alvaro Nieto
Kathryn Noll
Natalie Noonan
Nordstrom
Angela and Michael Norris
Debra and Stephen Northey
Northwestern Memorial Healthcare
Novick Orthodontics
NOW Health Group, Inc.
Anthony and Jennifer Nowak
Oak Park Dads’ Group
Oak Park Pediatrics, Ltd.
Kathy and Mike O’Brian
Alison O’Brien
Lynde O’Brien
Maureen O’Brien
Meghan O’Brien
Marina Ochoa
Kimberly O’Donnell
Richard Odwyer
Rose Ohare
Kevin and Virginia O’Keefe
Julie Olenn
Jeffrey Olshesky
Michael and Sarah Olson
Elizabeth Olympio
Murad Omery
Adekunle and Kathy Onayemi
Chozin Oo
Barbara Oppenheim
OPRFHS Class of 1993 
	 30-Year Reunion
Janis Orlowski
Amy O’Rourke
Claudia Ortega
Christine Osborne
Sara Osiris Valencia
Suzanne Osorio
Megan Osowski
Juliia Ostash
Lisa Otto
Regina Ozog
Edward and Jodi Pacer
Robert Pagan
Gina Paglio
Gary and Zena Paice
Caroline Palmer
Pampered Chef
Allison Pan
Lauren Pandel
Alan Papier
The Paramount Group
Anthony Parise
Robert Parish
Jennifer Park
Catherine and Weston Parker
Dan and Kathleen Parker
Fred and Linda Parker
Robert and Susan Parks
Daniel and Caitlin Parr
Stephen Pasdiora
Meghan Pasha
Demi Passaris
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Kevin Sarsany and Susan Wolfe
Suzanne Satterlee
Sierra Saucedo
Lora and Mark Saunders
Audrey Sawyer
Ella Sawyer
Swati Saxena and Dennis Koutsoures 
Christopher Sayadian
Monica Saydah
Meagan Schade
Anne Schaefer
Nancy Schankerman
Marcia and Paul Schattauer
David and Sue Schatz
Megan and Rick Scheck
Will Scheffe
Kelly Schlebecker
James and Kathy Schlueter
Jennifer Schmidt
Nicole Schmidt
Tina Schmidt
Emily Schnaper
Katherine Schnure
Lynette Schwanger
Elizabeth Schwan-Rosenwald
Rossie Schwartz
Carrie Schwarz
Kimberly Schwegel
David Sconduto
Nicole Scott
Norah and Teddy Scott
Craig Seidel
Clancy Senechalle
Dorothea and Robert Senechalle
Pete Senechalle and Michelle Olson 
Stacy and Tim Senechalle
Marianna Serafini
Jennifer Settle
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Gary and Sheryl Sgarbossa
Jennifer Shackleton
Renu Shah
Lillian and Omar Shaker
Shaker Family Foundation
Morgan Shannon
Susan Shannon
Leah Shapiro
Victor Shapoval
Betty and Joe Sharp
Lydia Sharp
Susan Shaulis
Kevin and Theresa Shea
Anna Lynn Shea-Michiels
Betty Sheets
Merry Beth Sheets and Jesse Rosas
Cary Shelby
Anne Shemon Bell
Hannah Shepard
Rajiv Sheth
Emily Shields
Jill and Kenneth Shiner
Diana Shircel
Benjamin Shobert
Christina Shrader
Tina Shrader
Archita Shrivastava
Michael and Renee Sichlau
Sidley Austin Foundation
Allison Siebeneck
Luke Siebeneck
Lynn Siegel
Kirstin Siegler
Sam Silva
Fran and Jerry Simon
Kesha and Steven Sims
Nicholas Sinclair

Diane Rodriguez
Janice Rodriguez
Victoria Rodriguez
Andrew Rogers
Kristina Rogers
Adrian Rohrer
Lourdes Rojas
Miriam Rokeach
Robert and Vicki Rolewicz
Donna Rolf
Katharine Roller
Lupe Romo
The Rondeau Family
Linda Rooney
Roosevelt Middle School
Dario Roque
Andreia Rosa-Cooper
Janice Rosales
David and Rebecca Roscich
Katherine Rose
Laura Ross-Huff
Bridget and Lawrence Roth
David and Lisa Rothkopf
Sarah Rouleau
Tazewell Rowe
Alexa Roy
Jamie Ruano
Charlotte Rubenstein and 
	 Michael Salvati
Catalina Rubilar
Heidi Ruskusky
Catherine Russell
Jennifer Russell
Aleksey Russin
Jennifer Rutili
Cecilia Ruvalcaba
Dennis Ryan
Jennie and Matt Rypl
Hugo Saavedra
Jennifer and Robert Sabatino
Jessica Sabatino
Chettha and Maureen Saetia
Donna and Robert Salerno
Lauren Saliny
Zeina Samara
Alesha Sambou
Ola Samrah
Diana Sanborn
Gina Santangelo
Eva Santelli
Joan Sanye
SAP Concur
Ivan Sarabia
Kristen Sarabia
Miryan and Vanessa Sarabia
Nimish Sarraf
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Yenori Patania
Jenna Patel
Jason Patenaude and 
	 Stephanie Walquist
Brent and Megan Patterson
Donna and John Patterson
Kelly Patterson
Julie and Matthew Patterson
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Jeffrey Paulatti and 
	 Alexander Tievsky
Alexandra Paulsen
Mandy and Matt Pawlik
Doran Payne
PayPal Giving Fund
Beth and Zdenek Pecenka
Etienne Pelaprat
Donna Pellegrino
Harold and Mary Pelzer
Chad and Gabrielle Pendley
Peninsula Chicago Hotel
Gina Pennacchio
PepsiCo Central DX Category 	
	 Management Team
PepsiCo Foundation 
	 Matching Gift Program
Jacqueline Perez
Floyd and Linda Perkins
Mark and Sharon Perkins
Peter and Lisa Perkins
Corey Perry
Courtney Peterson
Jessica Petras
Laura and Shelley Petrie
Linda Pfister
Heather and Kent Pflederer
Geralyn Phean
Todd and Kristen Phillips
Elizabeth Picone
Lynne and Paul Pieper
Tanya Pietrkowski
Elizabeth and Henry Pietrus
Anita Pindiur
Stephanie Pinzari
Jeffrey and Magda Piper
Rebecca Piper
Fred Pira
Dominic and Mary Pisani
Pivotal Enterprises, LLC
Robert and Wendy Planek
Jennifer Platt
Play It Again Sports
Deborah and Steven Poe
Alexandra Pohlmann
Clare Polega
Emily Polelle

David and Kathryn Ramsey
Carol and Pravin Rao
Meena Rao and Ralph Strohl
Barbara Rapp
Stephanie Rarick
Jan and Ray Raspatello
Hila Ratzabi
Andrea Ravin and James White
Karuna and Viresh Rawal
Ray River Group
Maryam Razafsha
Amy and James Reardon
Janet Reck
Ursula Redmond
Monique Redus-Roby
Michael Reed and Camille A. Olson
Sophie Reeds
Andrea Rega
Mary Anne Regilio
Susan Reich
Hilary Reiff
Lynn Reisberg
David and Susan Reisberg
Lynn and Kurt Reissenweber
Wendy Reitz and 
	 Mark Schwitzenberg
John Rekas
Aimee and Thomas Renkes
Ruby Reyes
Phil and Tracy Rhodes
Harry Richter and Susan Scherer
Chelsea Ridley
Dominic Riggio
Ellen Riggsbee
Donald and Leslyn Rigoni
Ronald and Wendy Riley
Kristy Rinaldo
Sarah Risher
Frances Ritchie
Nico Rivelis
Asia Roberson
Robert R. and Janice L. Capen 	
	 Foundation, Inc.
Lori Robert
John and Katie Roberts
Nate and Sarah Roberts
K. Robertson-Daly
Catherine Robinson
Kapria and Patrick Robinson
Nedra Robinson
Carolyn Roche
Daniel and Carolyn Roche
Eddie Rock
Mary and Philip Roden
Laura Rodnitzky
Alexandra Rodriguez

Polk Bros. Foundation
Brian and Martha Polomsky
Maureen Pond
Anthony and Deborah Pontrelli
Nina Pope
Albert and Gail Popowits
Becky and Matt Porter
Joyce Porter
Dan Portincaso and 
	 Barb Rykaczewski 
Latasha Posey
Stephanie Potter
Elizabeth Potterveld
J. Ryan Potts
Greta Powell
Jean Powell
Stephanie Powell Fojad
Barbara and Michael Powers
Carrie and Mike Powers
Eileen Powers
Elizabeth Powers
Stephanie Powers
Saroja Prabu
Arum Prague
Rebecca Prater
Barbara and Richard Prendergast
The Presbytery of Chicago
Amy Prestes
Sue Prestes
Carr and Marcia Preston
Sarah Preven
Anood Price
Rebecca Pries
Principal Financial Group 		
	 Foundation
Bill Prosser
Amanda and Ben Protess
Brittani Provost
Patricia Pruitt
Evan Puccini
Cullen Mary Puccio
Elli Purtell
Brittany Pyle
Kathleen Quackenbush
Stephanie and Tyler Qualio
Nancy Quinn
Maggie and Thomas Quinn
R Titus Designs LLC
R.P. Fox and Associates
Damon and Nicole Rafiei
Allyson Raines
Mauricio Rainey
Vicki Rakowski
Laura Ramirez
Maria Ramirez
Yennifer Ramos



18  |  Hephzibah Children’s Association20  |  Hephzibah Children’s Association



Daniel and Sienna Singer
Singerman Real Estate 		
	 Management Company, LP
Gitaniali Sivasubramani
Darryl and Sue Sjostrom
Sierra Skelton
Alicia and Ted Skodol
Dawn Skvaril
Renee Slade
Alexandra Smith
Alia and Greg Smith
Allison Smith
Antonette Smith
Holly Smith
Jeff and Kristen Smith
Julia Smith
Latonya Smith
Lynn Smith
Mary Beth Smith
Joyce Smoler
Mark and Sallie Smylie
Gregory and Molly Snow
Joseph Snyder
Molly Soat
Jim Sobasan
Lauren Solarski
Stephanie Soltis
Binta Songo
Carolyn Sood
Mona Sood
Subodh Sood
Gina Soto
Patti Spangler
Janice Sparr
Greg Spear
Adria Spinelli
Wendy Spinelli
Larry and Denise Spivack
SRF Consulting
Marge Stack
Kathleen and Patrick Stack
Mitchell and Moira Staggs
Kelley and Matthew Staley
Jill Stanchfield
Anne Stapleton
Colleen Staruck
Heloise Stauff
Timothy Stecker
Pamela Steigman
Brady and Kelley Stein
Robert Steinberg
Steven Josephs Charitable Fund
Brooke Stevens
Sian Stevens
Anna and James Stewart
Jeffrey Stocker and 

	 Mary Spyropoulos
James Stoddard
Donna Stoll
Lindsey Stolley
Kimberly and Robert Stoltz
Stone Avenue Apartments LLC
Darryl Strouse and 
	 Josephine Halpin
Nancy Strang
Strategex
SMART
James Strenk
Marilyn Stummeier
Frances and Kathryn Sullivan
Julia Sullivan
Julianne Sullivan
Lorraine Sullivan
Siobhan Summers
David Swanson
Kathleen Sweeney
Dan and Sundee Swinford
Dorota Szerszenowicz and 
	 Ephrem Olweny
Jolanta Sztibelmacher
Patricia Tabet
Neha Tannan
Ritu Tannan
Carolyn and Jeffrey Taren
Hannah Tatro
Anne Taylor
Elizabeth and Robert Taylor
Parle Roe-Taylor and Byron Taylor
Jordan Taylor
Tanya Taylor
Jihan Tchamba Diallo
Caroline TeDesco
The Tennis and Fitness Centre
Olu and Thelma Teriba
Testa Produce
Shapoval Tetiana
Jody Thaxton
Samantha Thein
Bryan and Laura Thier
Marilyn Thomas
Yvette Thomas-Henry
Laura Thomphsen
Laura and Michael Thompson
Judith and Randall Thompson
Sarah Thompson
Leslie Thornton
Lisa Thornton
Patrick Thornton
Thrivent Choice
TIAA Bank
Ticket to Dream Foundation
Mary Tiffin

Kate Tillotson
Cindy and Scott Tinervia
Robin Titus-Schwadron and
	 Stuart Schwadron
Amanda Tollberg
Gwen and Pietro Tonino
Ellen Toobin
Amanda and Thomas Topping
Lance and Mary Tortorici
Patrick Tortorici
Sarah and Vincent Tortorici
Christina Tragos
Susan Tran
Lisa Traut
Jerry and Kelly Tregler
Tracey Truesdale
Mary Tsao
Amanda Tucker
Anthony Tufano
Kim and Rick Tulsky
Thomas Turk
Bruce Turner
Patricia Turner
Two Putt Time LLC
Molly Ulczak
Diane and Justin Ullman
Amy Ulloa
Emily Ulrich
Amy Unell
United Way of
	 Metropolitan Chicago
United Way of
	 Southeastern Pennsylvania
Constance Upton
Heloise Urbal
US Bank Foundation Employee 	
	 Matching Gift Program
Farah Usmani
Nancy and Robert Uxa
Courtney Valderrama
Christopher Valek
Francesca Valentin
Deb Van Der Molen
Susan Van Dusartz
John and Lois Vander Laan
Jay VanHousen
Edwin Vanterpool
Liliana Vargas
Sarah Vargas
Synara Vasques
Stephen Vedova
Alejandra Vega
Briana Vellender
Arely Ventura
Gary Vernon
Phil Vettel
Viviana Villagomez
Blanca Virto
Joyce and Nick Vitagliano
Jennifer Vlahavas
Angela Vo
Katherine Von Ahnen
Aldo and Jessica Vultaggio
Dana Vykouk
Daniel Wachula
Alison Wagner
Chris Wagner
Clare Wagner
Mary Wahlheim
Michael Walczak
William Wallace
Annie Wallis
Brian Walsh
Jeriann Walsh
Kathleen Walsh
Shane Walsh

Todd Walsh
Julie Walter
Neal Walters
Beth Wangelin
Alex and Tami Wanless
Chloe Wanless
The Ward Foundation
David and Kathleen Wartner
Darian Washington
Patricia Washington
Jennifer Wasik
James Wasion
John and Leslie Wasserstrom
Gwen Watkins
Kathryn Watkins
Katherine Watson
Sloan Watson
Rhonda Watts
Way Back Inn
Christine Wear
Kelly Weathers
Anne and Robert Weber
Chris Weber
Hanne Weber
Bryan and Joyce Webster
Ruby Weglarz
Christine and Scott Wehman
Cynthia Weinand
Daniel Weinberg
David and Vida Weinberg
Annie Weinheimer and 
	 Henry Raether
Eric and Tina Weinheimer
John and Katie Weinheimer

Mark Weissburg
Alison and Kevin Welch
Katherine Welch
Wells Fargo Foundation
Raquel Wells
Melanie Welsh
Amy and Michael Werthmann
Westlake Health Foundation
James P. Whalen
Lucas Whalen
Bethany Whipple
Anita White
David White
Kathleen Whitney
David Wick
Roxanne and Joseph Wieczorek
Jayme Wier
Desiree Wilkinson
Brian Williams
Bette and Craig Williams
Davida E. Williams

Gary Williams
Joel Williams
Marcus Williams
Mark and Stacey Williams
Martha Williams
Mary Ann Williams
Pat Williams
Shayna Williams
Tanya Williams
Audrey Williams-Lee and Byron Lee
Jeff and Tanya Williamson
Kelly Wilson
Terran Wilson
Ryan Winchell
Daniel Winter
Elizabeth Wirtz
Isabel Wise
Carrie Wisniewski
Sarah Wittenborn
Audrey Wojtonik
Carl and Maureen Wolfston
Chris and Jessica Wollmuth
Andrew Woltman
Wailin Wong
Elsa Woods
Erin Woods
Kristina and Patrick Woodward
Alyson Woody
Deddra and James Woywod
Bryn Wulf
Emily Wurgler
Jennifer Wylie
Laura and Mavis Wylie
Sarah Yaffe

Sara Yager
John Yap
Jon Yates and Trine Tsouderos
Thomas Yates and Diane Ratekin
Violet Yehnert
Juliet and Rocky Yera
Katherine Young
Toni Zaccagnino
Helena Zamora
Hope Zelmer
Cara and John Zemenak
Chenxiaoyang Zhang
Matt Ziekle
Christine Zielinski
LaRaie Zimm
John Zuraw
Jason Zylka
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In Memory of Donna J. Anderson
Mary L. Anderson

In Memory of Alex Anderson, Jr.
Deborah and Michael Bradt
Mercedes Hennessy
Joanne Kinoy and Mark Weber
Mary Beth Smith
Patti Spangler
Larry M. Spivack

In Memory of James Ashton
Jonathan and Natalie Ashton
Rick Ashton

In Memory of Crystal Balentine
Carol Kelly

In Memory of Pamela Barratt
Sujin Huggins

In Memory of Helen Bird
Carolyn E. Gabehart

In Memory of Brett D. Cabanas
Melissa Cabanas

In Memory of Jeanette Cannon
Lora and Mark Saunders

In Memory of Isaia Carrucci
Deborah and Tom Beggan
Joyce and Paul Coopwood
Karen Deighan
Suzanne Kravitz
Jackie Langas
Kathy and Mike O’Brian
Edward and Jodi Pacer

In Memory of Mary Ann Cook
Nancy Komada

In Memory of Josh Davis
Joan Davis

In Memory of John and 		
Mary Alice Davison
Kathy-Anne Cardinal-Davison

In Memory of Henry Thomas 
Krause
Barbie Krause and Family
Mary Tsao
Davida Ellen Williams

In Memory of Jamie Kurucar
Cynthia L. Kurucar
Anna and James Stewart
Violet Yehnert

In Memory of Danny, Sherrill, 	
and Vince Laurenzo to benefit 
Danny’s Birthday Closet
Dunsire Family Foundation, Inc.
Amy and James Laurenzo

In Memory of Kathleen “Kay” 
Lawson
Barbara Forrer

In Memory of Jesse Leibowitz
Deborah Kirsch

In Memory of Maude
Chi-Town Pitties Board

In Memory of Dr. John T. McEnery
Mary McEnery

In Memory of Marie Louise Muha
Stacey Aldrich
Carol L. Anglet
Susanne Dumbleton
Lisa Pentiuk
Davida Ellen Williams

In Memory of Georgine Mullen
Joseph Mullen

In Memory of Jasmine Murphy
Carol Kelly

In Memory of Audrey M. Murphy
Sharon Murphy

In Memory of Geraldine Nekrosius
Donald Nekrosius
Samuel Nekrosius

In Honor of Kathryn M. Nugent
Carol L. Anglet
Kelly and Patrick Austin
Rose Marie Bosco
Margaret and Thomas Hale
Todd Huempfner
Jan and Robert Maxson
Jim and Tara Moustis
Susan Muirhead
John Myers
Alexandra Pohlmann
Diana L. Shircel
Lynn Smith
James Stoddard
Nancy Strang
Joyce and Nick Vitagliano

In Memory of Terry Fawell
Susan H. Altmann

In Memory of Susan Fleming
Thomas Fleming

In Memory of Gloria Garofalo
John R. Garofalo

In Memory of Anisia “Ann” 
Gelsomino
Val Abatangelo
Al and Michelle Anderson
Larry and Linda Dybis
John and Kristen Gelsomino
Lance Johnson
Ivan and Patricia Kralik
Kathleen Lipinski
Angela and Michael Norris
Linda Pfister
Betty and Joe Sharp
Fran and Jerry Simon
James Strenk
David Swanson
Lisa Traut
Daniel Wachula

In Memory of Matthew and 
Andrew Goldbranson
Mark and Mary Beth Goldbranson

In Memory of Jeff and Dick Hague
Mary W. Landreth

In Memory of Jane Hedges
Laura Arterburn
John Hedges

In Memory of Leslie Jones 		
and Tom Johnson
Christopher and Kathleen Meyer
Harry Richter and Susan Scherer
Frances and Kathryn Sullivan
Deb Van Der Molen

In Memory of Alex Lizcano Knittle
Alma Lizcano

In Memory of Frances and 		
Roy Picone
Elizabeth Picone

In Memory of Dennis Powers
Daniel and Patricia McKee
Fred and Linda Parker
PepsiCo Central DX Category 	
	 Management Team

In Memory of Regina “Pat” 	
Powers
Kelly Burton
Daniel and Patricia McKee
Regina Ozog
Catherine and Weston Parker
Dan and Kathleen Parker
Marge Stack
Kathleen and Patrick Stack
Carl and Maureen Wolfston

In Memory of Leila Ann Reich
Robbin and Steve Kalt
Lynne and Paul Pieper

In Memory of Lewis S. Rough, III
Patti Nemeth

In Memory of Miriam D. Temkin
Patricia A. Johnson-Temkin

In Memory of Olivia Tinervia
Joseph Benko

In Memory of Roxie VanVliet
C & J Gallery

In Memory of Katie O’Brien Vogg
Mabel Burdett
Janice and John Gray

In Memory of Rose Virginia 
Williams to support of the Rose V. 
Williams Music Enrichment Fund
Barbara Blair
Martha Williams

In Memory of Elaine Yapelli
Kathleen Whitney

In Memory of Donald Yara
Mary Anne Regilio
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Memorial Gifts

Most of the children pictured in this report are stock images or children enrolled in Hephzibah’s Day Care Program whose parents/guardians have given permission to use their images.  
To ensure the safety and protect the privacy of the children living at Hephzibah Home or in Hephzibah foster homes, we have not featured any photos showing their faces.

To err is human, to forgive, divine...
Have we erred? Please contact 
Barbara Krause in the Development 
Office at 708.649.7160. We sincerely 
regret any errors or omissions.

In-Kind
Gifts
Hephzibah would like to thank 
all of the individuals, 
businesses, and organizations 
that provided in-kind gifts in 	
FY 2023–24. Your generosity, 
compassion, and commitment 
played a vital role in helping us 
fulfill our mission. Thank you 
for your support!

For a full list of FY 2023–24 
in-kind donors, please view our 
online annual report at 
hephzibahhome.org.
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“       The future depends on 
what we do in the present.

— Mahatma Gandhi

“



Kathy and Vincent Ambrosino
Alex Anderson and Anne Hennessy
Al and Michelle Anderson
Gilmary and Paul Andrews
Maria Anthony-Ofoegbu and 
	 Obi Ofoegbu
James Arogeti and Madeline Brady

Rachael and Ryan Blackburn
Barbara Blair
Krista and Steve Blatt
Jill and John Blim
Brian and Julie Boczkowski
Helen Bowman
Angela and Michael Brauneis

Jonathan and Natalie Ashton
Anthony and Lisa Azu-Popow
Ryan Baffa
Dan and Spencer Baker
Jackie Barlow
Joan Bauer
Robert Becker and Karen Heller

Lindsay Brehm
Nick and Sue Bridge
Sandra Burns
Jay Butler
Pauline Caldwell
Paul and Sherry Carbery
Christopher and Emily Carroll

roots wings
“There are only two lasting bequests we can hope to give to our children. 

One of these is roots—the other, wings.”
H O D D I N G  C A R T E R

Hephzibah Children’s Association thanks the members of our Roots and Wings Society 
for their generous contributions of $1,000 or more within the past two fiscal years.

&
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roots wings
“There are only two lasting bequests we can hope to give to our children. 

One of these is roots—the other, wings.”
H O D D I N G  C A R T E R

Hephzibah Children’s Association thanks the members of our Roots and Wings Society 
for their generous contributions of $1,000 or more within the past two fiscal years.
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Jacquelyn and Paul Casazza
Mike and Theresa Clancy
Kristen and Mark Coe
Kevin and Linda Conway
Loretta and Robert Cooney
Raima and Timothy Cunningham
David and Elyse Cutler
Amy and Timothy Davis
John Davis and Juana Morales
Kathy and Michael Deitch
Jill and John Dempsey
Michael and Valerie Desiderio
Kate D’Esposito
Mary Deutsch
Joe DiCosola
Christine DiFrancesco
Drew Dingman
Mary and William DiSomma
Erik and Leslie Dobos
Mark Donovan and Mary Ludgin
Nancy Dorfman Schwartz and 
	 Michael Schwartz
Erin Douglas
Craig and Rebecca Dunphey
Keith Elkins and Kathleen Shoemaker
Jennifer Ellis-Jackson and Darren Jackson
Lisa and Shaun Emerson
Patricia Engebretson
Lisa and Thomas Engoren
John C. Fagan
Brian and Mary Beth Fahrney
Amy and Thad Felton
John Filosa and Cathaleen Roach
Christine and Mark Fisher
Jonah and Jori Fleisher
Wendy Foster
Eric Friedman
Jodi Fyfe and Devon Quinn
Stefano Galiasso
Lisa Garling and Jeff Miller
Maria Garvy and William Keffer
Carolyn Ghazal
Cindy and John Glavin
Cynthia and Norman Goldring
Patrick Golon
Jennifer Gosizk
Amanda and David Gosnell
Bill and Kim Green
Melissa Grim
Darrick and Laura Gurski
Mike and Renee Haas
Susan Hammond and Richard Leftwich
Kathleen and Michael Haupers
Amber and Nicholas Heigerick
Mercedes Hennessy
Michael Hohman
Joyce and Kenneth Holmes
Julius Lloyd Horwich
Lynne and Martin Horwich
John and Nancy Ide
Amy Jacknow
Lesley January and John Pold
Andrew and Sherree Johnson
Brandon and Tina Johnson
Lamar and Lisa Johnson
Donald and Jacqueline Jones
Gary Kagan and  Jan Pyrce
Andy and Jill Kahn
Carolyn Kaiser
Mary Ann Karris

Katherine Keberlein
Joseph and Laura Keffer
Brianne and Charlie Kellogg
Nikki and Shane Kern
Derrick and Lisa Kiker
Deborah Kirsch
Jane and John Kosik
Peter Labadie and Suzanne Saxman
Courtney and Nathan Lamkey
Amy and James Laurenzo
Alex and Larissa Leibowitz
David and Julie Lichtman
Alma Lizcano
Gregory Macchio and Rosa Navarro
Kenna and Michael MacKinnon
Jim and Kathy Malpede
Sheldon Mandell
Michael and Susan Markowitz
Kristin Mayhew
Debbie and Mark McCann
Sophie McCarthy
John and Terri McConville
Kathy McKeever
Barbara and Raymond McLaughlin
Cecelia and Larry Menaker
Anthony and Dietra Millard
Jay and Tracy Miller
Michele and Noel Moore
Joshua and Meghann Moses
Griffin Mulcahey
Bunny and Dennis Murphy
Tabitha Murphy
Priscilla and Raja Mutharasan
Donald Nekrosius
Alan and Kathryn Nesburg
Juli and Rich Niemann 
Kevin and Virginia O’Keefe
Patricia K. O’Shea and 
	 Frank V. Tannura
Gary and Zena Paice
Allison and Mark Parrell
Jason Patenaude and 
	 Stephanie Walquist
Jeffrey Paulatti and Alexander Tievsky
Beth and Zdenek Pecenka
Donna and Drew Peel
Harold and Mary Pelzer
Chad and Gabrielle Pendley
Floyd and Linda Perkins
Lisa and Peter Perkins
Diane Pero

Laura and Shelley Petrie
Deborah and Steven Poe
Brian and Martha Polomsky
Anthony and Deborah Pontrelli
Barbara and Michael Powers
Carr and Marcia Preston
Elli Purtell
Stephanie and Tyler Qualio
Brandon and Gretchen Radach
Mauricio Rainey
Carol and Pravin Rao
Barbara Rapp
Susan Reich
Frances Ritchie
Jenny and Patrick Roach
John and Katie Roberts
Nate and Sarah Roberts
Abigail and Brian Roche
Carolyn Roche
Donna Rolf
Katherine Rose
Donald and Karen Rosenwinkel
Bridget and Lawrence Roth
Charlotte Rubenstein and 
	 Michael Salvati
Donna and Robert Salerno
Lisa Sanfilippo
Kate and Michael Scheck
Bill Schey
Norah and Teddy Scott
Pete Senechalle and Michelle Olson
Stacy and Tim Senechalle

Shruti Shah
Kevin and Theresa Shea
Merry Beth Sheets and Jesse Rosas
Jill and Kenneth Shiner
Michael and Renee Sichlau
Daniel and Sienna Singer
Renee Slade
Alia and Greg Smith
Jeff and Kristen Smith
Mark and Sallie Smylie
Jan Soeldner
Eric and Lisa Sorensen
Kathleen Spillane
Kelley and Matthew Staley
John and Molly Starmann
Jeffrey Stocker and Mary Spyropoulos
Parle Roe-Taylor and Byron Taylor
Olu and Thelma Teriba
Bryan and Laura Thier
Laura and Michael Thompson
Sarah Thompson
Gwen and Pietro Tonino
Lance and Mary Tortorici
Cindy Traczyk
Mary Tsao
Alice and John Tulley
Heather Turk
Diane and Justin Ullman
Aldo and Jessica Vultaggio
Chris Wagner
Alex and Tami Wanless
Jen and Josh Weaver
Anne and Robert Weber
Bryan and Joyce Webster
Lisa White
Bette and Craig Williams
Davida E. Williams
Joel Williams
Martha Williams
Tracy Williams
Audrey Williams-Lee and Byron Lee
Jeff and Tanya Williamson
Kelly Wilson
Andrew Woltman
Kenneth Woods
Kristina and Patrick Woodward
Jennifer Wylie
Mark Yapelli
Jon Yates and Trine Tsouderos
Thomas Yates and Diane Ratekin 
Christine Zielinski



Revenues
Individual, Corporate, and Foundation 
	 Contributions and Grants	 $	  2,960,533

	 Fees and Grants: 
	 State Government Agencies	 $	 9,089,903
	 Local Government Agencies	 $	 96,985

Other Revenue:
	 Program Service Fees and Grants	 $	 2,072,498
	 Investment and Other Income**	 $  	 166,844

	 TOTAL REVENUES	 $	 14,386,763

Expenses
Programs	 $ 	 10,922,974	
Administration	 $	 2,036,076
Fundraising and Development	 $   	  878,345

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $ 	 13,837,395

Increase in Net Assets 
	 Due to Operations**	 $	 549,368

Total Decrease in Net Assets	 $	 991,396
Net Assets, End of Year	 $ 	 11,673,962

*	 Unaudited financial statements

**	Excludes unrealized gains on investments and change 
	 in beneficial interests of $442,028.

Financial Statement
For the f iscal year beginning July 1, 2023, and ending June 30, 2024*
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State and Local Government Agencies  
64%

Programs  
79%

Contributions and 
Investment Income  

22%

Administration  
15%

Family Based Services  
42%

Hephzibah Home  
37%

Day Care  
20%

All Other  
2%

Program 
Service Fees

14%

Fundraising 
and 

Development
6%

Sources of Funding

Distribution of Revenues

Distribution of Revenues Allocated to Programs



Financial Statement
Hephzibah helps 
children thrive and 
families flourish 
through a continuum of community-based 
programs that include residential services for 
neglected and abused children at Hephzibah 
Home, foster care and adoption services, 
comprehensive services for children and families 
in crisis, and after-school and summer camp 
services on a sliding scale for families of all 
income levels.

Accreditation 
Hephzibah is accredited by the Council on 
Accreditation (COA).

Licensing
Hephzibah is licensed by the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family Services as a Child Welfare 
Agency, Group Home, and Child Care Institution.

Funding
Hephzibah receives Illinois state funding from 
the Department of Children and Family Services, 
the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, the Department of Human Services, 
and the State Board of Education. Local funding is 
received from the Village of Oak Park, Oak Park 
School District 97, and Oak Park Township.  
Funding is also received from multiple 
foundations, corporations, and our own 
fundraising activities. 
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Grants Awarded
ADJLM Foundation
American Family Insurance Dreams Foundation
Anonymous
Byline Bank
Chicago White Sox Community Fund, 
	 a fund of the Robert R. McCormick Foundation 
The Christopher Family Foundation
Clayton A. Struve Family Foundation
Community Mental Health Board of Oak Park Township
Constellation Community Champions 
Dunsire Family Foundation, Inc.
EA Foundation
Ecolab Foundation
George M. Eisenberg Foundation for Charities
Good Heart, Work Smart Foundation
Harry F. Chaddick & Elaine Chaddick Foundation, Inc.
Hazard Family Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
T. Kendall Hunt Family Foundation 
Hunter Quigley Coe Be the Boat Fund of the Oak Park River Forest 	
	 Community Foundation
Jackson National Life Insurance Company
James C. and Norma I. Smith Foundation
Jocarno Fund
Klaff Family Foundation
Marvin and Kaye Lichtman Foundation
Mary Lou Downs Foundation
McGraw Foundation
Nicor Gas
Nordstrom
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Robert R. and Janice L. Capen Foundation, Inc.
Sidley Austin Foundation
Ticket to Dream Foundation
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
Village of Oak Park Community Development Block Grant
The Ward Foundation
Westlake Health Foundation



Board of 
Directors
Jennifer Ellis-Jackson
President

Lisa Emerson
Immediate Past 
President

Donna Rolf
Vice President 

Lisa Azu-Popow
Treasurer

Amy Muran Felton
Secretary

Greg Flinn *
John Ide
Jennifer Ierardi * 
Alex Leibowitz
Kenna MacKinnon
John McConville
Lynde O’Brien
Marcia Preston
Rondell Richardson
Pete Senechalle
Byron Taylor
Farah Usmani * 
Craig Williams
Jon Yates

Amanda Montgomery 
Ex-Officio Member

Hephzibah
Children’s 
Trust
Byron Taylor
President

Jackie Barlow
Lisa Emerson
Gail Hague
John Ide
Kenna MacKinnon

Nancy Quinn
Eric Sorensen
Maureen Stratton
Mark Trinka
Tom Yates

Chicago 
Auxiliary
Lesley January
President

Courtney Valderrama
Hospitality Chair

Sophie Marwil
Social Chair

Diana Sanborn
Membership Chair

Meagan Schade
Communications Chair

Elena Bernstein
Kyle Blankenship
Sarah Gascoigne 
Paul Kitti
Christopher Lingner
Kristin Morrison
Lorraine Sullivan 

Oak Park 
Auxiliary
Dorota Szerszenowicz-	
     Olweny
President and 
Membership Chair

Amy Moriarta
Secretary

Jean Powell
Treasurer

Elizabeth Cannon
Marketing and Publicity

Vesa Baraku
Jae Billingsley
Hillary Davis
Patrice Dziire
Loren Hypes
Michele Mazur
Madeleine Milan
Brittani Provost
Anne Stapleton
Amy Unell
Sloan Watson
David Wick

Western 
Auxiliary
Tami Wanless 
President

Marci Grenda
Vice President

April Mittlestaedt
Secretary

Kim Stoltz
Treasurer

Alicia Skodol
Children’s Services

Megan Scheck
Hospitality and
Social Chair

Julie Boczkowski
Membership Chair

Laura McLaughlin
Marketing/Publicity and 
Western Junior Auxiliary 
Board Liaison

Michelle Choi
Western Junior Auxiliary 
Board Liaison

Lisa Amoruso
Stephanie Clark
Lisa Diomede

Megan Feinberg
Carla Franza
Cindy Glavin
Lindsey Griffin
Tina Hutchinson
Nicola Kern
Rachelle Kienlen
Andra Knapp
Penny Latta
Laura Lopez
Jane Mitchell
Stephanie Qualio
Kimberly Schwegel
Anne Weber
Tanja Williamson

Western 
Junior 
Auxiliary 
Board
Johnny Duckworth
Co-President

Breccan Scheck
Co-President

Will Latta
Co-Vice President

Audrey Sawyer
Co-Vice President

Kara Potts
Secretary-Vice President

Jack Boczkowski
Treasurer

Sawyer Church
Publicity

Kate Boczkowski
Kristen Choi
Ryan Choi
Scarlett Cronan
Joey Griffin
Kate Griffin
Bryce Huff

The People 
Behind Hephzibah

WRITING AND PHOTOGRAPHY: Susan Reich    DESIGN: Anne Boyle

Dax Keller
Kailyn McLaughlin
Paige Mitchell
Evan Puccini
Kristy Rinaldo
Ella Sawyer
Tierney Scheck
Chloe Wanless
Chris Weber
Daniel Weinberg

Executive
Leadership
Team
Jason Patenaude **
Chief Executive Officer 

Merry Beth Sheets ***
Executive Director

Michelle Anderson
Chief Financial Officer

Nancy Dorfman Schwartz
Chief Operating Officer

Julie Dvorsky
Director of Family Based Services

Mary Jane Joyce
Director of Human Resources

Amy O’Rourke 
Director of Day Care

James Woywod
Director of Residential Services

Juliet Yera
Director of Development
   and Communications

July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024
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    * Since May 2024
  ** Since June 24, 2024
*** Until May 17, 2024



THANK YOU for 
helping children thrive 
and families flourish with 
your generous support!



hephzibah helping children thrive 
and families f lourish 
since 1897

1144 Lake Street  |   5th Floor  |   Oak Park IL 60301  |   708.649.7140   |   www.hephzibahhome.org

C H I L D R E N ’ S  A S S O C I A T I O N


